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HEW ARTECLES RECENTLY INTRODUCED INTO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF POLAND APPEAR TQ HAVE CAUSED GRAVE CONCERN AIONG INTELLECTUAL 
AND CHURCH CIRCLES TIIERE., ONE LEADING POLIS!) INTELLECTUAL HAS 
WRITTEN AN OPEN LETTER TO PARTY SECRETARY EDVAnD GIEREK, AND 
EXCERPTS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN PARIS, VOA CORRESPONDENT 
JOHN BUE SENDS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT, 

VOICES 

THE FRENCH WEEKLY, LE MOUVELLE OSSERVATEUR, POINTS OUT 
IN ITS CURRENT ISSUE THAT THE CHANGES IN THE POLISH CONSTITUTION, 
ADOPTED AT LAST YEAR'S COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS, GUARANTEE A 
LEADING ROLE FOR THE PARTY, DEFINITIVELY BASE POLISH FOREIGN 
POLICY ON THE SOVIET ALLIANCE, AND SPECIFY THAT THE RIGHTS 
OF EACH CITIZEN ARE CONTINGENT UPON THE WAY HE PERFORMS HIS 
OUTIES, 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION VAS NOT GIVEN MUCH OFFICIAL 
PUBLICITY. HOWEVER, IT SPARKED A VERY SHARP REACTION, 
ACCORDING TO THE FRENCH MAGAZINE, PROTEST LETTERS WERE 
SIGNED BY ABOUT FIFTEEN HUMDRED PERSONS AND CHURCH LEADERS 
PUBLICLY SIDED AGAINST THE REEVISION, AMONG THE INTELLECTUAL 
DISSENTERS, PROFESSOR EDWARD LIPINSKI, NEARLY NINETY, WAS 
PARTICULARLY VOCAL. HE HAS BEEN ENGAGED If! MILITANT SOCITALISI/ 
FOR NO LESS THAN SEVENTY YEARS. HE 1S A NEMBER OF TIIE PCLISH 
WORKERS OR COMMUNIST PARTY, BUT HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN CALLING 
FOR SOCIALISM WITH A HUiiAI! FACE. 

"THE COMMUNISTS I Ali WILLING TO BACK," HE NOTES IN AN OPEN 


LETTER TO POLISH COMMUIIST PARTY SECRETARY EDVARD GIEREK, “ARE 
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ENRICO BERLINGUER OF ITALY, GEORGE MIARCHAIS OF FRANCE, THE 
SPAMESH COMMUNISTS, BUT NOT LEONIO SREZHUEV OF THE SOVIET 
UPTON." 

HE URITES BLUBTLY THAT THE SOVIET HODEL OF SOCIALISHi, WHICH 
HE FEELS IS DEEPLY TUFLUEMCED SCY THE RUSSIAN TRADITION OF STATE 
DESPOTISE, IS NOT WHAT 1S REEDED Ti POLAND, “LET US NOT SE 
SERVILE TOMARD THE SOVIET UMION," HE WRITES, "BY ALWAYS FOLLOWING 
ITS LINE EVEN “EN IT GOES COUNTER TO OUR NATIONAL Ii'TERESTS." 

t DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, PPOFESSOR LIPINSKI ADVOCATES POLITICAL 
PLURALISH WITH FREEDOI OF EXPRESSION FOR LABOR UNIONS, CONSUMERS 
AND THE PRESS. A iUMORITY RULE SUCH AS THE ONE EXERCISED BY THE 
POLISH COMMUNIST PARTY ALYAYS LEADS, HE FEELS, TO TOTALITARIANIS:.. 
DESPITE THE HELSTIKL ACCORDS, HE NOTES, FORCIG.! PUBLICATIONS ARE 
BANEED WHEN THEY CONTAID: CRITICISii OF THE SOVIET UNION, 

POLAND'S ELDER DISSEITER STEMS TO HAVE FON ILLUSIONS THAT 
HES SUGGESTIONS WELL GE FOLLOVED GY THE PRESENT POLISH 
LEADERSHIP. HE NOTES THAT SECRETARY GIEREK BRANDS SUCH IDEAS 
AS OUTDATED AUD BOURGECIS, 8UT HE WARNS THAT RIOTING IN THE 
FIFTIES AND SCVENTIES HIGHLIGHTED THE DANGERS OF RIGIDITY, HE 
RECOGNIZES THAT CHAIGC 1S DIFFICULT, BUT BELIEVES IT IS POSSIBLE 
AND THAT HNOVES TOWARD MORE INDEPENDENCE AND DEMOCRACY VOULD HAVE 
THE BACKING OF THE ENTIRE POPULATION, 
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